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Environmental Safety Paramount to Agricultural Aviation
[CITY, STATE][DATE] Pesticides and their timely application play an important role in protecting our environment, particularly with regard to the food and water supply, public health, natural resources, infrastructure and green spaces. The aerial application of pesticides accounts for almost 25% of commercial crop protection applications, and is often the only, and/or most economic method for timely pesticide application. 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates all aspects of pesticide registration and use, with product registrations undergoing hundreds of different types of human and environmental safety tests and taking up to 10 years to complete. All crop protection products are reviewed every 15 years to ensure they cause no unreasonable adverse effects to the environment and human health. 
[NAME] said, “Conventional and organic farmers alike must use approved “pesticides” and products to maintain their crops and ag pilots often help by applying these products. Aerial application is important regardless of whether a crop is grown organically or not because all crops need pests eradicated and there is no better way to treat a crop—whether it be conventional or organic—than aerially.” 
NAAA believes the paramount method for respecting and protecting the viability of human health and the environment is through the efficacious and precise application of products—not through unnecessary and burdensome regulations. This is best accomplished through the use of cutting-edge drift reduction technologies such as GPS units, electrostatic spray systems, and more effective nozzles and boom lowering systems that position nozzles in less disturbed air for improved droplet production. Aerial applicators also employ smokers which enables the pilot to determine the wind direction and an estimate of wind speed necessary for more targeted and efficient applications of crop protection products.    
--more—
Pesticide use has resulted in an increased availability and variety of low cost, fresh fruits and vegetables year round. The American Cancer Society states that people who eat more fruits and vegetables, which may contain trace amounts of pesticides, generally have lower cancer risks than people who eat fewer fruits and vegetables. They confirm that when properly controlled, the minimal risks pesticides pose are greatly overshadowed by the health benefits of a diverse diet rich in foods from plant sources. 

National Agricultural Aviation Association (NAAA) Executive Director Andrew Moore stated, “Like all Americans, aerial applicators are concerned with human health, the environment, security and performing their job in a responsible manner. Crop protection products increase crop productivity and help to preserve massive areas of wetlands, forestlands and other pristine, carbon sequestering tracts of lands that are home to not only many threatened and endangered species, but which also would be lost to farmland in order to grow sufficient amounts of food, fiber and biofuel without the aid of crop protection products.  Aerial application of pesticide products is simply the quickest, most efficient and most unobtrusive form of application.” 
[OPTIONAL COMPANY INFORMATION] EXAMPLE –[COMPANY NAME] has been in business in [NAME OF LOCATION] since 19___.  They treat [# OF ACRES] of local agricultural crops each year helping local farmers produce a safe, affordable and abundant supply of food and fiber both locally, nationally, and globally.
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