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Aerial Application Vital to Production Agriculture
[CITY, STATE][DATE] With aerial application accounting for almost 25 percent of commercial crop protection applications and nearly 100 percent of forest protection applications, ag aviation plays a vital role in providing a safe, affordable and abundant supply of food and fiber for the world's growing population. Without aerial application, it would be impossible for U.S. farmers to grow today’s yields. 
Today it is estimated there are more than 7 billion people in the world, but it is projected there will be just over 9 billion by 2050. While world food needs will double, the land area suitable for farming will not. U.S. farmers provide 18 percent of the world’s food supply on only 10 percent of the world’s farmland. High-yield agriculture, like that aided with aerial application, benefits the environment by producing maximum crop yields from fewer acres. 
[NAME] said, “Aerial application is often the safest, fastest, most efficient and most economical way to get the job done. An airplane or helicopter can accomplish far more work in a day than ground equipment or any other form of application. Aerial application costs are lower per application than with ground rigs and do not compact the soil since the aircraft never comes into contact with the infected crop, meaning it doesn’t erode the topsoil and there is not a chance of contaminating non-infected areas that other types of application that treat in and not above the crop might cause.” 
Aerial application plays a major role in the production of food and fiber and in the prevention of forest fires and public health threats, such as in the eradication of mosquitoes and other disease-carrying insects.  And it is important regardless of whether a crop is grown organically or not because all crops need pests eradicated and there is no better way to treat a crop—whether it be conventional or organic—than aerially. Aerial application of pesticide products is simply the quickest, most efficient and most unobtrusive form of application.

--more--

 Crop protection products increase crop productivity, making it possible for consumers to have access to an abundance of high-quality, affordable, fresh foods year-
round. In addition, they help to preserve massive areas of wetlands, forestlands and other 
pristine, carbon-sequestering tracts of lands that would be lost to farmland in order to grow sufficient amounts of food, fiber and biofuel without them. Crop protection product registrations can take up to 8 to 10 years to complete and must undergo approximately 120 different types of human and environmental safety tests and all products are monitored by the EPA and the Food and Drug Administration to ensure the safety of our environment, labor force and food.
Andrew Moore, executive director of the National Agricultural Aviation Association (NAAA) stated, “Aerial applicators are highly trained professionals who are concerned with human health, the environment, security and performing their job in a responsible manner. Their livelihood is dependent upon their good stewardship of the land.  The aerial application industry uses the latest technology to ensure the safe and judicious application of crop protection products – providing an essential service to not only help feed and clothe the world, but to also preserve our natural resources and protect public health.”
[OPTIONAL COMPANY INFORMATION] EXAMPLE –[COMPANY NAME] has been in business in [NAME OF LOCATION] since 19___.  They treat [# OF ACRES] of local agricultural crops each year helping local farmers produce a safe, affordable and abundant supply of food and fiber both locally, nationally, and globally.
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