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Low-level Obstacles Create a Towering Problem for Aerial Applicators

[CITY, STATE][DATE] Low-level obstacles continue to sprout up in exponential numbers across the country’s ag land causing safety and accessibility problems for aerial applicators. Whether they are towers to feed the growing appetite for wind energy, communication towers or RTK (Real Time Kinematic) towers providing pinpoint GPS guidance for tractors, ag pilots are facing more and more challenges.  This is a problem for our nation’s farmers because an estimated 25 percent of commercial crop protection product applications are made through aerial applications, and as a result, NAAA estimates 71 million acres of cropland are treated via aerial application in the U.S. annually.
[NAME], owner and pilot of [BUSINESS NAME} said, “Safety is our primary concern with wind energy turbines, meteorological testing towers, RTK (Real Time Kinematic)  towers, “flying” wind turbines  and other obstructions because they are not properly marked with lights or other cautionary devices.”

Wind energy towers pose a considerable threat to aerial applicators because of their size and the manner in which they are often placed in clusters on or near ag land. Meteorological testing towers—which are often placed as a precursor to larger wind turbines—literally go up overnight and can be practically invisible to pilots. Without wise placement and proper marking of towers in agricultural areas, farmers may be at risk of losing important aerial application services performed on their cropland. 
Towers sited directly in the flight path of aerial applicators’ landing strips and/or hampering the accessibility of treatable cropland could literally shutdown aerial applicators’ businesses. This would detrimentally affect, in some instances, the only method farmers have available to them when the time comes to apply the seeds, fertilizers and crop protection chemicals necessary to foster crop growth. 
Andrew Moore, executive director of the National Agricultural Aviation Association (NAAA) stated, “Our industry is concerned that as the demand for communication, wind energy and other towers increases, farmers will continue to enter into leasing agreements with tower construction companies to erect these obstacles on their land without taking into account the safety and agricultural production issues of the aerial applicator. We urge all in agricultural areas to place towers in areas outside of productive ag land or properly mark and log their geographical coordinates in a publicly accessible database so our ag pilots are safe and clear of obstructions and free to help farmers produce a safe, affordable and abundant supply of food, fiber and bio-fuel.”
NAAA has a special section of its website, www.agaviation.org.towers.htm, which provides tools to educate the public on the dangers of unmarked towers. Additionally, the Association is working with the FAA in an effort to potentially expand a current Advisory Circular to include all guy-wired and free-standing towers 50 feet and taller in height, as well as in developing a central tower database that would result in tower locations being stored and searchable before low-level flight activity. But more needs to be done by landowners to either restrict these obstacles’ placement on their land or ensure they are safely placed, marked and logged to ensure ag pilots’ safety.
[OPTIONAL COMPANY INFORMATION] EXAMPLE –[COMPANY NAME] has been in business in [NAME OF LOCATION] since 19___.  They treat [# OF ACRES] of local agricultural crops each year helping local farmers produce a safe, affordable and abundant supply of food and fiber both locally, nationally, and globally.
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