
 

Make a Fly Safe Resolution Today! 

Check TFRs 
Always check Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) NOTAMs before flying! Make sure you have 

proof of a preflight TFR briefing from sources such as FSS or https://www.1800wxbrief.com 

Don’t Forget to 

Communicate 

Communicate with other ag aircraft using 122.925 MHz – limit your transmissions to 

announcing who you are, where you are, and what you plan to do. 

 

August 3, 2026 
22 Ag Accidents reported by NTSB this year 

2 Fatalities 

AVOIDING MID-AIR COLLISIONS WITH DRONES 

This season an ag aviator narrowly avoided a collision with a drone 

spraying in the same field. The grower had split a field in half to 

compare the two platforms. The drone operator saw the airplane circle 

and then enter the field but did not cease the drone flight. The pilot 

finally saw the drone coming head on and pulled up to avoid the 

collision. In a follow up discussion it was revealed the drone operator 

thought they had the right-of-way because they started spraying first. 

Ag aircraft pilots and drone operators should all be aware of and heed 

the policy approved by the NAAA board of directors: 

• Drones must always give the right-of-way to manned aircraft. 

This should already be SOP because it’s also the law. 

• Manned aircraft should orbit the field twice before entering; this 

provides time to scout the field for obstacles and gives 

opportunity for drone operators to notice the manned aircraft. 

While it’s almost impossible for an ag pilot to see a drone while flying, 

there are signs to look for, such as trucks with raised platforms near a 

field edge. Ask your customers if they’ve hired a drone to spray near 

your work area. If you have an unsafe encounter with a drone, please 

follow NAAA’s drone encounter checklist. It’s working – NASA 

previously sent a letter to FAA informing them of the safety concern.  

https://www.1800wxbrief.com/
https://www.agaviation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/uav-encounter-checklist.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agaviation.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F07%2FUAS_DRONE_NMAC_THREAT_IN_AGRICULTURE_OPERATIONS.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSBretthauer%40agaviation.org%7Ccc39f54f8d624214d27008deef28ae7d%7C2a96de0dc7ad4845b00c23ab5420cb5f%7C1%7C0%7C639211155201541929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I0ix3Cm0m4ufkdMm2X%2B%2FExGi%2BRWQANi0hU3wB8OWxrg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agaviation.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F07%2FUAS_DRONE_NMAC_THREAT_IN_AGRICULTURE_OPERATIONS.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSBretthauer%40agaviation.org%7Ccc39f54f8d624214d27008deef28ae7d%7C2a96de0dc7ad4845b00c23ab5420cb5f%7C1%7C0%7C639211155201541929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I0ix3Cm0m4ufkdMm2X%2B%2FExGi%2BRWQANi0hU3wB8OWxrg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.agaviation.org/education/fly-safe-messages/
https://www.agaviation.org/education/accidents/

