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NAAA: Working for the Ag Aviation Industry
For 51 years going on 52 come Nov. 28, 2018, NAAA has been advocating 
for the agricultural aviation industry. In that regard 2017–2018 has been 
no different than year’s past. NAAA has been the voice for public policy 
favoring the industry. NAAA has been the voice promoting positive public 
relations for the industry. NAAA has provided valuable safety, business 
and application efficiency information to the industry through a variety 
of different communication mediums. NAAA has provided environmental 
professionalism, security and aviation safety educational programs through 
NAAREF’s PAASS Program and at our annual Ag Aviation Expo. NAAA has 
provided invaluable networking and knowledge transfer opportunities to its 
members through the annual Ag Aviation Expo, this directory, social media 
and a variety of other mediums.

Here is a summary of our activities this past year.

Public Policy Advocacy
* The most important policy issue that NAAA tackles on behalf of the 

industry is ensuring the (re)registration of pesticides allows for aerial 
use on the product labels. Every 15 years EPA is required by the 
Federal Insecticide Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) to review 
pesticides to ensure their safety. NAAA has actively worked with EPA 
and the crop protection product manufacturers to ensure aerial labels 
without unnecessarily burdensome restrictions for a multitude of 
pesticides, including chlorpyrifos, pyrethroids, diquat dibromide, 2,4-D, 
sulfonylureas, methiocarb, buprofezin, bifenthrin, cloransulam-methyl, 
fomesafen, cymoxanil, dimethomorph, metalaxyl-mefenoxam, kresox-
im-methyl, ethalfluralin, carbaryl and mineral acids to name a few. 

* NAAA’s appeals to both the Obama and Trump administrations to 
continue the judicious and professional application of chlorpyrifos were 
realized in March 2017 when EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt decided to 
deny a petition by environmentalists to ban the insecticide. 

* NAAA’s appeals to EPA to revoke the Obama administration’s rule 
that markedly and arbitrarily expands what constitutes a Water of the 
U.S.—hence, expanding the areas for which an NPDES pesticide gen-
eral permit for applications over water would need to be obtained—is 
realized when the Trump administration put a two-year hold on the rule 
and committed to a rewrite of the regulation. 

* NAAA is working with Mississippi State University’s (MSU’s) Raspet 
Flight Research Laboratory (RFRL) to collect ag aviation operators’ GPS 
data to help determine when and where UAVs can operate safely with 
other aircraft operating at low altitudes. The collected data is kept 
confidential and purged of identity.

* NAAA is successful in prompting the EPA to open up recent changes to 
its pesticide certification and training and worker protection standards 
rule to consider altering the 18-year-old minimum age requirement, 
worker designated representative and application exclusion zone provi-
sions unnecessarily burdening aerial application operations.

* A bill introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives for the second 
time to privatize air traffic control specifically exempted general avia-
tion aircraft such as ag aviation operations due to NAAA efforts.

* NAAA worked unsuccessfully with Oregonians for Food and Shelter 
by contributing to an effort to defeat an initiative in Oregon’s Lincoln 
County to ban the aerial application of herbicides to forestry there.

* NAAA, working with other applicator groups, was successful in 
advocating passage in the House of Representatives of legislation 
exempting pesticide applications from National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Pesticide General Permit (PGP) require-
ments. The environment, including waterways, is already protected 
from pesticide applications through FIFRA, making NPDES PGP require-

NPDES PGP DIALOGUE Colorado aerial applicator Leonard 
Felix (right) participated in a panel briefing on the effects 
of NPDES pesticide general permit requirements with 
Jeffrey Schardt (left), formerly of the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission, among others.

CAPITOL CALL From L–R, Felix with NAAA’s Andrew 
Moore and Frank Taylor outside the U.S. Capitol.



2018 NAAA Membership Directory & Annual Report 133

NAAA ANNUAL REPORT, 2017–2018

ments redundant, unnecessary and costly. Efforts are underway to pass 
the measure in the Senate.

* NAAA addressed wireless infrastructure industry representatives from 
around the nation about the need to mark towers below 200 feet in 
rural areas where low-level aerial applications are conducted. 

* Currently, the FAA is working on a regulation, as directed by Congress 
as part of last year’s FAA extension bill, that requires towers between 
50 and 200 feet located in rural areas to be marked and their coordi-
nates to be logged into a database. NAAA was instrumental in enact-
ing this legislation. The wireless infrastructure industry has been op-
posed to the law due to the costs associated with marking the towers. 

* NAAA was selected and served on an Unmanned Aircraft System 
Identification and Tracking Aviation Rulemaking Committee (ARC) 
established by FAA and joined in a minority report recommending to 
the agency that drones weighing half a pound or less be required to be 
identified and tracked. FAA is now considering the ARC’s report.

* NAAA supported legislative efforts (S. 1272) that would create a pro-
cess by which the federal government would work with state and local 
governments to manage the use of both recreational and commercial 
drones and issue reasonable restrictions on the time, manner and place 
of operation of a civil unmanned aircraft system operated below 200 
feet above ground level or within 200 feet of a structure. The bill de-
fines “reasonable restrictions” to include: limits on speed; prohibitions 
on flight near any public or private property; restrictions on operations 
during certain times of day or week, or special occasions; and other 
“prohibitions that protect public safety, personal privacy, or property 
rights, or that manage land use or restrict noise pollution.”

* For 17 years NAAA has been successful in raising an additional $8.9 
million in federal funding for aerial application research. 2017 was 
no different when both the House and Senate Ag Appropriations 
Subcommittees approved their spending bills with language supportive 
of aerial application technology research. 

* 2017 saw the first major reform of our tax system since the Reagan ad-
ministration in 1986, cutting the corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 21 
percent yet removing many deductions and credits. One proposal was to 
increase the number of years to depreciate general aviation aircraft from 
5 to 12 years. NAAA worked hard not only to defeat that proposal but to 
allow for a 100 percent additional first-year depreciation deduction for 
such equipment through 2026. The exemption on fuels used for farming 
purposes also remains for federal fuel excise taxes.

* NAAA develops its 2018 Industry Survey of Part 137 Operators and 
Pilots. Data from past industry surveys have been used to counter 
EPA theoretical overestimates of risk made about our industry. This 
has resulted in saving aerial labels on crop protection products and 
preventing restrictions on aerial labels on crop protection products. 

Ag Aviation Public Relations Efforts
• NAAA responded to an episode of the fictional WGN network show 

“Outsiders” with a national viewership of 800,000 that poorly portrays 
ag aviators by informing the network of the actual importance and 
professionalism of the ag aviation industry. 

• NAAA responded to the Texas Observer, a monthly magazine in the 
Lone Star state, over its slanted portrayal of the industry in a cover sto-
ry that accuses aerial applicators in Texas cotton country of damaging 

property and making residents sick due to rampant and indiscriminate 
spraying. The NAAA letter to the editor was published in the maga-
zine’s following issue.

• NAAA participated in a field day in Maryland informing EPA Office of 
Pesticide Policy staff on the benefits of seeding via aerial application. 

• NAAA took out an assortment of ads in CropLife magazine and its 
weekly e-newsletter, CropLife 
News, promoting aerial appli-
cation’s benefits. The magazine 
has a circulation of 47,000 
retailers and crop-consultants 
nationwide. The ads direct 
readers to NAAA’s website and 
its “Find an Aerial Applicator” 
search function to find ag avia-
tors near them. Search activity 
increased nearly 70 percent. 
The campaign continues this 
year in Farm Journal with a 
circulation of nearly 350,000 
farmers nationwide.

• NAAA continues to exhibit at 
AirVenture in Oshkosh, Wis., 
to promote ag aviation and 
recruit new blood into the 
industry. The event receives 
approximately 550,000 avia-
tion enthusiast visitors each 
year. NAAA exhibited in 2016 
and ’17 and will exhibit again 
this year.

• NAAA responded to a Florida 
Bar Journal article overstating 
the threat posed by agricultural 
aircraft for use as a terrorist 
tool, informing the authors that 
rural areas are routinely moni-
tored by farmers, landowners and sophisticated security systems within 
the agricultural aviation industry. Moreover, leading scientific experts in 
bioterrorism state that the dispersal systems on ag aircraft for crops are 
entirely different than those effective for spreading biochemical agents.

Find an aerial applicator in your area at 
AgAviation.org/findapplicator

When disease, weeds or insects threaten 
a crop or it needs nutrients or seeding, 
aerial application is  by far the fastest and 
most economical way to aid farmers.

• Aerial application is conducive to 
greater crop yields because it is  
non-disruptive to the crop or soil by 
treating above it and not within it.

• Aerial application is multiple times 
faster than other forms of application, 
ensuring successful treatment due to 
precise timing.

• Aerial application can access areas of 
land other forms of application can’t 
due to wet conditions, steep terrain or 
dense vegetation.

AgAviation.org
 Facebook.com/NationalAgriculturalAviationAssociation

Aerial Applicators Deliver 
Abundant Results 

Aerial Application: Above All  
Other Forms of Crop Care
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• NAAA joined the millions strong community of active Twitter users 
under the handle @AgAviationNAAA to amplify its promotion of agri-
cultural aviation in the social media sphere. NAAA can also be followed 
on Facebook at its National Agricultural Aviation Association page and 
has over 5,400 Facebook followers! Over 71 percent of online American 
adults and 58 percent of the entire adult population use Facebook.

• NAAA created a new ad that encourages landowners and growers 
to consider all the facts and potential ramifications before they lease 
their property to a wind energy entity. The ad was developed after a 
renewable energy company’s ad running in local papers featured a 
picture of an ag plane treating a field next to a wind turbine with the 
caption, WORKING WITH YOU TO CONDUCT BUSINESS AS USUAL. 
The NAAA ad states, “Wind Turbines Could Cause Farmers to Lose 
the Advantages of Aerial Spraying…” “An Ag Pilot Could Lose a Lot 
More.” The ad directs readers to AgAviation.org/towers to learn more 
about the impact of wind towers on aviation and agriculture.

• NAAA responded to an ad in Delta Farm Press from 360 Yield Center 
alleging coverage issues with aerial application. NAAA’s response 
pointed out research done at numerous institutions, including the 
USDA-ARS, University of Arkansas, Kansas State University, the 
University of Illinois and Purdue University, about the efficacy of aerial 
applications for treating disease and insect pests. NAAA also pointed 
out that aircraft have the advantage of creating downwash, which 
pushes spray down into the crop canopy and increases coverage and 
deposition there. The response also stated aerial application is better 

than ground based application systems based on speed and timeli-
ness of application, the fact no damage is done to the crop by driving 
through it, and the ability to work when the ground is wet. The editors 
at Delta Farm Press ran NAAA’s rebuttal of the ad.

• NAAA responded to a Q&A article by PrecisionAg countering incorrect 
claims by Kray Protection UAS and its alleged advantages over manned 
agricultural aircraft. The Kray UAS has a tank capacity of only 5.9 
gallons, so NAAA pointed out that with that tank capacity, the claim of 
being able to treat 37 acres per load meant an application rate of only 
0.16 GPA—a rate at which no product is labeled in the U.S. To apply 
fungicides on corn at the commonly used aerial rate of 2 GPA, the Kray 
UAS would only be able to treat 3 acres per load and daily productivity 
would be 97 acres per day, far short of the claimed 1,000 to 1,200 
acres that the UAS could cover in a day, but an amount that could be 
easily covered by manned ag aircraft.

• With the 2018 aerial application season underway, NAAA prepared 
a customizable press release that members can use to call attention 
to the fact that ag aircraft will soon be a common sight around their 
community as ag pilots assist local farmers during the new growing 
season. The press release emphasizes the training, professionalism 
and safety of aerial applicators by highlighting the drift-reduction tech-
nologies they employ, recurrent training they receive and credentials 
they must maintain to work as a professional ag pilot.

• NAAA presented to a special symposium at the 2018 annual meeting 
of the Weed Science Society of America attended by academics, 
industry, growers and the U.S. EPA, discussing the benefits of agricul-
tural aviation and some of the technologies and techniques used by 
agricultural aviators to make on-target aerial applications and how to 
manage herbicide resistance.

Membership Benefits
• NAAA provided all 2017 members with a 

commemorative DVD covering the industry’s 
and association’s history as part of NAAA’s 
50th anniversary celebration in 2016. 

• NAAA introduced a Recruit-Rebate-Rewards 
Program. If a member recruits a non-mem-
ber to join NAAA the recruiting member 
will receive a 10 percent rewards rebate 
based on that individual’s membership 
costs. The rebate amount can come in the 
form of a cash refund (paid in the form of a 
check from NAAA) or be applied toward a tax-deductible donation to 
NAAREF.

• NAAA launched its online store: shop.agaviation.org, your one-stop 
shop for NAAA branded merchandise to show your pride for the asso-
ciation. The eStore gives members access to a wide range of NAAA 
branded clothing and accessories, including jackets, T-shirts, hats, 
drinkware and more. It also allows for the purchase of gift certificates 
for birthdays, holidays and special occasions.

• NAAA continues its partnership with BASF in renewing its commitment 
to offer financial incentives to NAAA members who participate in Oper-
ation S.A.F.E. Fly-In clinics in 2018. This is a continuation of a program 
BASF initiated in 2010 enabling aerial application operators to earn a 
$225 incentive to be used to help subsidize either 2018 NAAA operator 

An Ag Pilot Could Lose a Lot More.

Aerial spraying, or “crop dusting,” gets 
more challenging with every wind turbine 
project erected on America’s farmland.

Ag pilots have been injured and, sadly, 
even killed in incidents involving wind 
turbines and related meteorological 
towers. The result has been expensive 
litigation and landowner liability.

Landowners are being asked to make 
crucial decisions that will impact farmers 
and their neighbors for years to come. 
Ag aircraft can treat large areas of land 
quickly and safely, and may be the only 
option for treating crops when wet fields, 
intense insect infestations or dense 
crop foliage exist. The presence of wind 
turbines can restrict and, in many cases, 
eliminate the option of aerial application. 

Be sure to consider all the facts before “green lighting” a wind  energy installation on your land.

Wind Turbines Could Cause Farmers to 
Lose the Advantages of Aerial Spraying…

Learn more at AgAviation.org/towers

Learn Before 
You Lease

A MESSAGE BROUGHT TO YOU BY
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membership dues or up to $225 of the cost of purchasing new nozzles 
and/or tips for each eligible aircraft they pattern test at an Operation 
S.A.F.E. Fly-In. Pilots participating in an Operation S.A.F.E. Fly-In may 
be eligible to receive a $170 rebate that would reimburse them for 
nearly the full cost of their NAAA membership dues. 

Ag Aviation Safety Measures
• In response to a rash of shooting incidents aimed at ag aircraft, NAAA 

developed a checklist of actions operators and pilots can take in the 
event someone discharges a firearm at their aircraft, including inform 
local law enforcement, contact the FBI, call your local Flight Standards 
Office (FSO), notify local news media, and contact your insurance 
agent in case of damage.

• In response to the ever-growing increase in UAV sightings, NAAA 
developed a checklist for pilots and operators with information on 
who to inform after an encounter with a UAV. Checklist items include 
informing local law enforcement, tell local pilots, notify local news 
media and ag trade press, and inform your customers, ag retailers and 
crop consultants.

Convention and Education
• Twenty-two state pesticide license agencies offered continuing educa-

tion units for attendees of NAAA’s 2017 Ag Aviation Expo in Savannah 
allowing ag pilots to renew their commercial pesticide licenses.

• NAAA’s 2017 51st Ag Aviation Expo went off without a hitch in 
Savannah, Ga., with 1,675 attendees, 163 exhibitors and 12 aircraft at 
the Savannah International Trade & Convention Center, including the 
historic S-2A aircraft built by the late Leland Snow in 1959. 

• The 20th anniversary of the PAASS Program was initiated in October 
of 2017 when the 2017–2018 program started. PAASS has become 
the premier training program on ag aviation safety and environmental 
professionalism. The program is respected by aviation and pesticide 
regulators nationwide because it has resulted in a 22.1 percent de-
crease in accidents per 100,000 hours flown and a 26 percent drop in 
confirmed drift instances. State pesticide officials like the program so 
much that most of them grant continuing education units for ag pilots 
that attend the program annually to renew their state commercial 
pesticide licenses. Insurance agents provide discounts for ag pilots 
that attend PAASS.
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YEARS OF 
SERVICE

UTP is the premier independent supplier of 

PT6 turbine engines and components worldwide! 

Our inventory is in stock in our warehouse and ready for 

fast delivery! We provide exchanges and sales on a wide 

variety of engine models and aftermarket turbine parts.
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